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System Deputy Director to 
Administer CO Work Program 


Administrative responsibility for the Con- 
scientious Objector Work Program at the 
National Headquarters of the Selective Service 
System is being lodged with the Deputy Director, 
Colonel Daniel Omer (photo next column), The 
administrative change is occasioned by the re- 
tirement of Colonel Charles Grahl at the end of 
August. He had been a special assistant to the 
Director for the civilian work program since 
last winter, a post held formerly by Colonel 
Kosch, 

Mr, Alfred Oddo, formerly assistant to the 
late Victor Olsen and more recently administra- 
tor of the CO work program, will go to a new 
positionin the Research and Statistics Division. 

Through the years the NSBRO has had many 
contacts with Colonel Omer. In 1957 he was 
named Acting Director in the absence of General 
Hershey, and in June 1959 he was appointed 
Deputy Director of Selective Service in addition 
to his duties as General Counsel, 

After being commissioned in the Army Re- 
serves in1924 Colonel Omer servedina reserve 
status until he was ordered to active duty and 
assigned to Selective Service System National 
Headquarters in 1940. Other posts he has held 
include assistant chief of the Legal Division; 
Chief, Gommunications and Records Division; 
Regional Field Officer; and Chief, Field Division. 

Colonel Omer was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of South Dakota law school in 1925. In 
private life he was engaged in legal work, pri- 
marily with the West Co., of St. Paul, Minn., 
a well-known legal publishing firm, 

Colonel Omer willbe assistedin the admin- 
igtration of the Conscientious Objector Work 
Program by Major Shull L. Irwin, Major Irwin 
served in the Camp Operations Division of 
Civilian Public Service during World War I. 


Colonel Daniel O. Omer 


Familiar Class IV-F 
Usage to Change 


The Selective Service System has changed its 
procedures to limit sharply the use of Class 
IV-F -- familiar to millions of Americans as 
meaning that a man was not accepted for mili- 
tary service. 

Lt. General Lewis B. Hershey, Director of 
Selective Service, has instructed the System's 
4,000 local boards that men who may be qual- 
ified for military service in anemergency will 
not be classified IV-F even though they are not 
accepted by the military services under cur- 
rent medical, mental and moral standards. 

A proposed new classification for men avail- 
able and acceptable in an emergency is contem- 
plated, General Hershey said that the proposed 
new classification would be established under 
amendments to Selective Service Regulations 
that are now under consideration, Until the new 
classification is adopted those men local boards 
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find would qualify for military service in an 
emergency will simply retain their current 
classification, the National Director said, 

Class IV-F will continue to be used for those 
men the local boards find are unlikely to qual- 
ify for military service even in an emergency. 

The draft Director added: 

"Under today's standards, the miliary serv- 
ices are accepting only men of highest quali- 
fications. All those rejected are classified 
IV-F. Our registrants and the public have 
gotten into the habit of thinking that IV-F means 
aman will never have to serve, that he has 
nothing to contribute to the Nation, and that he 
is handicapped in his civilian career. Yet it 
is obvious that in an emergency, most of those 
men we must now classify IV-F will have to 
serve, either in the military or in vital civil- 
ian work, if we are to survive. 

"This new system will improve our man- 
power inventory. It will provide local boards 
with identification of those men who can serve 
in anemergency. It will give us an improved 
picture of the manpower resource on which the 
Nation must rely for survival in anemergency. 

"These steps taken now will do more than 
improve our capability to muster our resources 
in an emergency. 

"The adverse psychological effect on the in- 
dividual as a result of rejection; and on the 
Nation, as the result of high rejection rates 
should be diminished by these procedures. The 
fact that qualification for military service 
largely depends on the time and the needs will 
be re-emphasized. We hope that in the pro- 
cess, there willbe a wider realization that val- 
uable service can be given and will be needed 
in other capacities from those men the Armed 
Forces believe they would not use, even in an 
emergency, "' 

Under current standards established by the 
military services, more than half of the men 
sent up to the examining stations by the Selec- 
tive Service local boards are being rejected. 
Recent increases in rejection rates have been 
attributed in part to higher mental standards 
of acceptability adopted in 1958, and stricter 


application of other standards, 

The Armed Forces Examining Stations oper- 
ated by the Army, will cooperate in the new 
procedures by reporting to local boards, after 
examination, whether each examined registrant 
is currently qualified, may be qualified in an 
emergency, or is unlikely to be called even in 
an emergency. 

Approximately 3, 250,000 men are presently 
classified IV-F out of nearly 21,000,000 who 
have been classified by local boards since the 
present Selective Service operation was start- 
ed in 1948, Rejection rates are based on the 
number actually examined, not the total num- 
ber classified. 

The decision that a man may be qualified in 
an emergency, or is unlikely tobe required by 
the military services, would be changed as 
the individual's situation required. 

Men found qualified for military service in 
an emergency will not receive notice to that 
effect until the proposed new classification is 
adopted, General Hershey said that he does 
not plan to require local boards at this time 
to review all those now in Class IV-F to iden- 
tify those men who would qualify for service 
in an emergency. 


Danes Ask CO Program Change 


The conviction and sentencing of a Danish 
school teacher is being used by Danish members 
of the War Resisters' International as a means 
to draw attention tothe need of a broader range 
of activity for drafted Danish CO's, according 
to an article in a recent War Resister quarterly. 

Laurids Larsen, a teacher, was called up 
for his national service in one of the Danish CO 
Camps in 1956, On the grounds that the work 
in the camps was absolutely futile and that there 
was a heavy shortage of teachers, he refused 
to report for work. Sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment, he lodged an appeal with a higher 
court, and soon left for Vienna, Austria, where 
he worked with American Friends helping Hun- 
garian refugees. After his return to Denmark 
the sentence was confirmed by the High Court, 

Having completed serving his sentence, 
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Larsen once again refused to be called up for 
work, and consequently was sentenced to 22 
months' imprisonment, (This is the length of 
alternative service, though soldiers serve 16 
months.) The sentence was again appealed and 
the High Court again confirmed the lower court 
decision, In December 1959, Larsen began 
serving his sentence. 

During the course of Larsen's difficulties 
with the authorities the press became aware of 
the case, Although some of the papers agreed 
that the work of the CO's ought tobe more posi- 
tive, they generally regarded it as wrong for 
him to disobey the law. 

To the Minister of the Interior it was suggest- 
ed by some that the work with the Hungarian 
refugees be substituted for the CO Camp work 
but this was turned down on the legal ground that 
the living conditions of the CO and the soldier 
must be alike. Also it was felt this might en- 
courage others to become CO's, 

Danish CO's, for the most part, are placed 
in two camps where they do different kinds of 
forestry work. The report cited states that 
“as no one would suggest that this work should 
be done at all, if there were no CO's to do it, 
the young men in the camps naturally feel that 
they are wasting their time and energy. " Danish 
War Resisters have tried to persuade the Minis - 
try to change its policy. A number of sugges- 
tions have been made. Currently they are 
stressing the needs of the technically under- 
developed countries and the situations in which 
conscientious objectors could well give much 
help and technical service, 


French Objector Sentenced Again 


Henri Cheyrouse, 25, a French objector to 
military service, in July 1959 refused to be 
inducted into the French Army. Since then he 
has twice been sentenced and has spent much 
time in jail, including the time when his only 
child was born. There are no French legal 
provisions for conscientious objectors,although 
President de Gaulle has admitted they should 
be considered, 

Following his refusal to wear the uniform 
and to be inducted, he was sent toa psychiatric 
ward in a hospital for two months. In March 
1960 he was sentenced to eighteen months' im- 
prisonment and soon began a hunger strike. 
When after 20 days he was in serious physical 
condition, his sentence was suspended and he 
was sent to a hospital. He was released tem- 
porarily and sent home with instructions to 


report later to military authorities. 

The cycle began again when on April 15 he 
refused military service, for he was sent back 
to prison where he began another hunger strike. 
Later he left the camp but informed authorities 
where he was going. He was arrested again 
and returned to the military camp where he 
began another hunger strike. By May 22nd he 
was transferredto a hospital where he was fed 
by intravenous injection, and according to a 
Peace News account, he was still there a month 
later. 

The most recent development was that 
Cheyrouse in late July was sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment for refusing obedience - 
namely, an order to put on his uniform, The 
military prosecution said that if people were 
allowed to obey their conscience about military 
service they would do the same about paying 
taxes and would also defy the criminal code. 
The defense, on the other hand, cited the war 
crimes cases in which soldiers were condemned 
for not disobeying orders, 


CO Sought for Dela. Job 


The Peoples Settlement Association, Wil- 
mington, Delaware, an approved agency, has 
an opening for a young man entering alternative 
service work, Although the primary job would 
be thatof coordinator of week-end work camps, 
club work and other activities are involved, The 
job offers a salary in addition to other benefita 
It is suggested that the person should be one 
who can feel at ease ina "slum" area and a 
person who likes to work with other people. 
Much can be done in neighborhood rehabilitation, 
combating juvenile delinquency and opening job 
opportunities for minority groups. Further in- 
formation is available from Peoples Settlement, 
408 East 8th Street, Wilmington 1, Delaware. 


News Briefs 


Brent Barksdale, a I-W serving as a boys' 
counsellor in an American Friends Service 
Committee high school work camp near Lame 
Deer, Montana, was killed instantly when a 
tractor he was driving overturned on him, 
Barksdale, a graduate of Stanford University, 
made his home in Los Angeles. When he was 
discharged from the Marine Corps Reserve last 
year he was classified I-O by his draft board. 
He had a further year to serve, 

* * * 

A number of men doing alternative service 

under the General Conference Mennonite Pax 








program were forced to flee the Congo during 
the recent evacuation of European and American 
personnel, Larry Bartel (Wolf Point, Mont.) 
and Larry Unruh (Tampa, Kan.) terminated 
their services about the time they had to leave 
the Congo, and their plans were not too greatly 
disrupted, However, James Peters (Henderson, 
Neb,) and Donovin Unruh (Pawnee Rock, Kan. ) 
have been reassigned elsewhere so that they 
may complete their I-W service. 

* * * 

Two draft law violators were pardoned on 
July 17 by President Eisenhower, The men 
are Arthur Cope Emlen, Jr., San Luis Obispo, 
California, and Nathan M. Auerbach, Old 
Bridge, New Jersey. 

* * * 

More than 300 draft-age Seventh-Day Adven- 
tist men from all sections of the United States 
recently underwent a two-weeks' intensive 
training in how to save lives in combat rather 
than to kill. Adventist men do not conscientious - 
ly bear arms because of religious principle and 
usually request service in medical units of the 
army. The program at the denomination's Camp 
Doss in Gladstone, Oregon, gave training simi- 
lar to army basic training and has been set up 
in close cooperation with the Surgeon General 
of the Army. The medical cadets take this 
training at their own expense, paying their 


tuition and buying their own uniforms, 
* x 2 


The Department of Defense has requested 
the Selective Service System to deliver 8,000 
men for induction during September. The call, 
as usual, is based onthe attainment of approved 
military strength after allowances have been 
made for enlistments and reenlistments. The 


call for August had been 7,000 and for July it 
was 6,000 men. 
* * * 

Mennonite Bishop E. M, Yost, Denver, Col- 
orado, was presented an award for outstanding 
service in behalf of the I-W program from 
General Lewis B. Hershey, national Selective 
Service director. The award was presented by 
Colonel Howard Reed, Colorado State Director 
of Selective Service. Yost has represented 
Mennonite interests in CO problems, and is 
chairman of a I-W Advisory Boarddealing with 
approximately 150 mencurrently serving in the 
Denver area. 

a * * 

State movie censors in Rome have banned 
filming on Italian soil of an Italo-French produc- 
tion entitled ''Thou Shalt Not Kill, "a story about 
conscientious objectors, The project was quash 
edon recommendation of the Italian Ministry of 
Defense, which declared that the problem of 
conscientious objection does not exist in Italy. 

The Ministry said, ''We do not want films 
which might teach our young men the existence 
of this problem. We already have enough pro- 
blems with military recruiting. " 


A Suggestion 


One subscriber tothe REPORTER has taken 
upon himself a project which may recommend 
itself to others, and therefore we share it. 
This person has sent subscriptions to the 
REPORTER to the twelve high schools and one 
state teachers college in his county. 

Other readers might like to assure the youth 
of their community access to this newsletter 
and its particular treatment of the draft as it 
confronts some young men, 
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